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👉 AUTHOR

Search 
by…

How to do it Comments and tricks

Author Surname Initials or Surname Initials[Au] or [Author]
Examples: 

Capurso G   Wu BU[Au]   Cardenas-Jaen K[Author]

If you want to search only papers with an exact 
combination of name and initials: use “”[Au]

Example: “Capurso G”[Au]

If you don´t know the initials: Surname[Au] or [Author] 
Examples: Capurso[Au]

If publication after 2002 you can enter the full name: 
Gabriele Capurso or Capurso, Gabriele or Capurso Gabriele

You can use the full name tag: Gabriele Capurso[fau]                                  
If you write Surname Initials Pubmed will search papers 
with that person as CO-AUTHOR OR COLLABORATOR, if 
you write the tag [Au] or [Author] -> only as co-author

First or 
last 

author

First author: Surname Initials[1au]
Last author: Surname Initials[lastau]

Examples: 
Capurso G[1au] Capurso G[lastau]
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👉 JOURNAL

Search 
by…

How to do it Comments and tricks

Journal Full journal title[Journal] 
E.g., The New England journal of 

medicine[Journal]
or

title abbreviation[Journal] 
E.g., N Engl J Med[Journal]

or 
ISSN number[Journal], a 

standardized international code 
E.g., 1059-1524[Journal]

I prefer the Advance Search Builder for this: select Journal, start writing 
the name of the journal, Pubmed will recommend possibilities
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👉 DATE

Search by… How to do it Comments and tricks

Date of 
publication

It is easier to use the Advanced Search Builder Format is YYYY/MM/DD 
E.g. 2020/12/31
Leave “Present” or write an upper limit

Includes both online and print publication

The date the citation first entered PubMed
The date the citation was indexed with MeSH terms

The date the citation record was first created
Used by NLM for internal processing

Completed citation’s most recent revision date

Date – Publication quick search: 
From year 1996 to 2010 is

1996:2010[dp]
Month and day are optional

With month and day: 
1996/01/01:2010/12/31[dp]
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Search by… How to do it Comments and tricks

Words in the 
title

Word or phrase[ti] If you look for an exact phrase, use “”
“acute pancreatitis”[ti]

You can write the beginning of the word or phrase and use * 
“acute pancreat*”[ti] -> looks for all possibilities-> acute pancreatic, 

acute pancreatitis…

Words in the 
title or abstract

Word or phrase[tiab] The same as above

Language Language[la]
E.g. English[la]

Consider to learn Spanish, the most beautiful language

Affiliation Affiliation[ad]
E.g. For Alicante´s hospital: 

Alicante[ad] AND hospital[ad]

Consider to visit Alicante, Spain, a nice city at the Mediterranean Sea, 
always sunny
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MeSH terms: standard Pubmed entry terms: the best better to look for that concept. You can search MeSH terms on the 
MeSH browser     👉
Example: concept 👉 pancreatic cancer

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html or type MeSH browser on your web browser

Pancreatic neoplasms is the MeSH term for pancreatic cancer
For a good search on pancreatic cancer type Pancreatic neoplasms[MeSH terms]

Select “qualifiers” if you want 
to use terms to delimitate the 

concept, for example: 
Pancreatic 

neoplasms/diagnosis[MeSH
terms]

Select MeSH Tree 
Structures to see a 

hierarchic tree of MeSH
terms, use the one it 
suits better with your 

search

MeSH terms
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Now combine them all with the Boolen operators AND OR NOT
OR is useful to look for different possible entry terms in brackets

George Boole created 
the algebraic logic

Example: studies from Enrique de-Madaria on acute pancreatitis and fluid resuscitation 

de-Madaria E[Au] AND (pancreatitis[MeSH Terms] NOT “chronic pancreatitis”[ti]) AND 
((fluid[tiab] AND resuscitation[tiab]) OR ”fluid therapy” OR Resuscitation[MeSH Terms])

Author (that´s me) MeSH term for pancreatitis but no “chronic pancreatitis” in the title

Different possibilities for fluid resuscitation, use brackets wisely, tiab=in the title or abstract

Eager to finish the #WATERFALLtrial to have 13!
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MY NCBI FILTERS

Additional filters can be 
applied once the search 

has been performed 

Left column
Click for all free papers

Useful to get RCTs, systematic reviews…

Useful to select more recent publications

Use this to select other filters, see next infographics 
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Additional filters

Use ”additional 
filters” for Pubmed to 
show those filters in 
the left column, then 
select them to filter

Human vs animal studies

A lot of them available, even “Twin Study”

Different age groups available

I found there are no articles on acute pancreatitis in Scottish Gaelic!
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Save your search

Clipboard: a temporal (just 8 hour) desk 
to store your search (up to 500). You can 
select all records or certain ones

You can perform searches within 
the clipboard with the tag #0

E.g.: #0 AND Capurso G[Au]
Looks for papers from my friend 

Gabriele in the clipboard

Collections are permanent (I 
recommend you to create a Pubmed

account and log in before)

My bibliography is a tool to 
store your own papers

Email will email the records

Save your results in a file, 
different possibilities
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